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"You Just Don't Know Mrs. Baca"
INTERMARRIAGE, MIXED HERITAGE, AND IDENTITY IN NEW MEXICO

Pablo Mitchell

. In 19°0, a terse report summarized the shared life of two New Mexicans.
According to the 1900 U.S. census for Albuquerque, New Mexico, Juliana
Martinez married William Carson in 1886. Fourteen years later, Martinez,
a forty-nine-year-old native New Mexican, and Carson, age fifty-two and
born of Irish immigrant parents in Missouri, were the parents of two daughters and a son. Veneranda, age twenty-two, was the eldest, followed by Isas,
sixteen, and Ramona, twelve. Both Juliana and William were listed as literate in English. William's occupation was "day laborer," and the family rented
their home.!
Intermarriages and cross-cultural sexual encounters like the CarsonMartinez case illustrate the complicated racial and sexual politics of latenineteenth- and early-twentieth-century New Mexico. In 1880 when the

Pablo Mitchell is Associate Professor of History at Oberlin College. He is the author of Coyote
Nation: Sexuality, Race, and Conquest in Modernizing New Mexico, 1880-1920, forthcoming
from the University of Chicago Press. He is the recipient of a 2°°3-2°°4 postdoctoral fellowship from the Sexuality Research Fellowship Program of the Social Science Research Council. He is currently conducting research on sex, race, and modernity in the American West,
1850-193°. The author would like to thank the following individuals for their generous comments and advice on this article: Durwood Ball, Ramon A. Gutierrez, Elizabeth Jameson, John

L. Kessell, Wendy Kozol, Beth L. McLaughlin, Maria E. Montoya, the late Howard Rabinowitz, Virginia Scharff, and Carroll Smith-Rosenberg. This research was assisted by a fellowship
from the Sexuality Research Fellowship Program ofthe Social SCience Research Council with
funds provided by the Ford Foundation.

437

438 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 79, NUMBER 4

transcontinental railroad finally reached the Land of Enchantment, New
Mexico had been a U.S. territory for thirty-two years and would remain so
until it was finally granted statehood in 1912. The territory was, according to
East Coast newspapers, filled with "a mongrel population too ignorant and
lazy to assume the privileges of full citizenship" and "unfit for statehood."2
Another commentator suggested, "The population of the territory is of the
mongrel breed known as Mexicans-a mixture of the Apache, Negro, Navajo, white horse-thief, Pueblo Indian, and old-time frontiersman with the
original Mexican stock."3 Adding to the complexity, "White," according to
the New Mexico census, was the racial designation of some 90 percent of
the territory's population around the tum of the century.4 Unlike most of the
United States, the majority of "Whites" in New Mexico were Hispanos.
These people had surnames like Martinez, Padilla, and Jaramillo, spoke
fluent Spanish, and traced their ancestry to Mexico City and Spain. In 1900
nearly half of the territory's population (93,356 of 195,31°) was of Mexican
origin, and Hispanos continued to hold substantial political power, wealth,
and status. s As a result, the link between whiteness and American-ness in
New Mexico was strained, stretched, and poorly articulated. In an era that
one historian has described as "the most fractious period in the political
history of whiteness," and at a time when the "equation of whiteness with
fitness for self-government ... became increasingly untenable," few places
were more divided racially than was New Mexico at the turn of the twentieth century.6
Scholars interested in the formation of racial identity and questions of
whiteness and national belonging have turned in recent years to New Mexico
as a particularly fertile site for critical analysis. Drawn to sources that speak
most directly to race and citizenship, scholars have successfully mined newspaper editorials, political commentary, and the private papers of politicians.
This emerging story of politics and citizenship in modern New Mexico still
speaks only haltingly to another tale no less important: the history of sexuality.? Nancy Leys Stepan, among others, has recently cautioned against this
tendency to overlook sex and embodiment, arguing that questions of political rights, liberalism, citizenship, individualism, and participatory democracy must always be understood to intersect in nuanced ways descriptions
and evaluations of the physical body. "The history of embodiment," she
advises, "must be seen as part of the story of citizenship and its limits."8
By stepping beyond traditional sources to address questions of race, sex,
and national identity in New Mexico, I will argue two main points. First,
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documents like census schedules and marriage records hold some answers
for historians interested in citizenship and national identity. As the evidence will demonstrate, spousal choice, residential mobility, and naming
of children spoke clearly, if at times quietly, to an individual's relationship
to American and Hispano nationality and culture. Second, this evidence
suggests that not·all New Mexicans, even those of mixed Hispano/Anglo
descent, sprang at the opportunity to identify themselves as American.
Mexican immigrants to the American Southwest are often credited with
revitalizing Mexican-American culture in the region and strengthening a
sense of Mexican-American identity.9 New Mexico, however, remained in
relative terms only a "minor destination" for Mexican immigrants throughout the twentieth century.1O Nonetheless, even without a large Mexican
immigrant population and despite a substantial influx of Anglo Americans,
Hispano culture endured and thrived in New Mexico. Like Juliana Martinez
those Hispanos who married Americans but did not give their children fully
English first names compel a reconsideration of the process of Hispano and
American identity formation and its relationship to the history of marriage
and sexuality. For many territorial-era New Mexicans, maintaining an Hispano
identity seems to have been at least as tempting as becoming American.
Divining identity preferences and affiliations from marriage ·records and
household census schedules poses several challenges. Identity in New
Mexico, where racial categories were either omitted (as in the marriage
records) or where both Hispanos and Anglos were listed as White (as in
census schedules), is elusive. What constituted an intermarriage in New
Mexico? Who intermarried and what traces remain of their lives and significant life choices, such as selection of spouse or place of residence? What
happened to the next generation of mixed Hispano/Anglo New Mexicans,
the offspring of intermarriages or informal sexual unions?
I have examined U.S. census schedules of New Mexico for 1880, 1900,
1910, and 1920, focusing specifically on the years 1880 and 1900, and track-

. ing individuals and families through subsequent decades. 1I I have also used
records of Albuquerque marriages, specifically those in 1890, to identify
intermarriages and people of mixed heritage in Albuquerque. I designate
an intermarriage as any legal union between Spanish-surnamed and nonSpanish-surnamed partners, and consider the children born of that marriage to be of mixed heritage. I chose this method despite certain limitations.
For instance, what seems to be a household of two Spanish-surnamed individuals could easily involve one or two persons of mixed heritage. Likewise,
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marriage records in Albuquerque omit racial status, presenting the possibility that a non-Spanish-surnamed couple could in fact b~_an Anglo married
to an African American (an unlikely possibility due to the small percentage
ofAfrican Americans in New Mexico). Marriage records also give little sense.
of Native American ancestry, despite the well-documented tradition of intermarriage or partnering between Spanish or Mexican and Pueblo, Navajo, and Apache peoples 12 Still, I suspect that I have underestimated rather
than exaggerated the number of intermarriages and people of mixed heritage in Albuquerque.
Marriage records reveal that nearly 140 couples married in Albuquerque
in 1890. Clara Apodaca and Andres Trujillo were one of the couples who
recited their wedding vows before Father Joseph Montarelli and the congregation at Immaculate Conception Church that year. Roughly 60 percent of
the Albuquerque marriages in 1890 united two individuals, like Apodaca
and Trujillo, with Spanish surnames. Another 30 percent of unions took
place between Anglo-surnamed individuals. The remaining 10 percent, a
total of twelve couples, were marriages between Spanish-surnamed and nonSpanish-surnamed individuals. Intermarriage rates in Albuquerque remained
relatively con~tant between 1890 and 1920, accounting for between 6 and 11
percent of all marriages (see Tables 1 and 2).B

Table 1 Albuquerque Marriages,
Spanish Surname
Non-Spanish Surname
Mixed
Unknown
Total

80
42
12
2
136

(59%)
(31%)
(9%)
(1%)

1890-1900

318 (52%)
248 (40 %)
50 (8%)
(0%)
616

°

60
84
18
9
171

(35%)
(49%)
(u%)
(5%)

Source: Marriage Records, 1890-1900, Bernalillo County, New Mexico.

Table

2

Albuquerque Marriages, 1910-1920
1910

Spanish Surname
Non-Spanish Surname
Mixed
Unknown
Total

101 (37%)
148 (53%)
20 (7%)
9 (3%)
27 8

19 15

1920

94 (33%)
16 7 (58%)
25 (9%)
0
286

17 1 (39%)
244 (55%)
26 (6%)
0
441

Source: Marriage Records, 1910-1920, Bernalillo County, New Mexico.
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Rates of intermarriage in Albuquerque are similar to intermarriage rates
in other locales in the American Southwest. Historian Jane Dysart discovered that; in San Antonio, Texas, between 1837 and 1860, eighty-eight Tejamis
married Anglos. During that same period, Dysart found only five marriages
between Spanish-surnamed men and Anglo women. Historian Deena J.
Gonzalez refined a claim by historian Darlis Miller that 63 percent ofAnglo
men were united in mixed mar~iages in Santa Fe in 1870. Gonzalez pointed
to the relative paucity of Anglo American men in Santa Fe and noted that
"not quite two percent of all Spanish-Mexican women were married to EuroAmericans in 1870," and that "the numbers are not nearly as impressive as
the percentages ... would imply." In the southern Colorado county of Las
Animas, historian Sarah Deutsch found eleven Anglo/Hispano marriages,
comprising 8 percent of total marriages in 1900 and 8 percent in 1916. Historian George J. Sanchez found an intermarriage rate of 17 percent between Mexican immigrants and non-Chicanos in Los Angeles during the
first half of the twentieth century. Sociologist Constantine Panunzio reported an intermarriage rate of 12 percent for Mexicans and native-born
(non-Mexican) Whites in Los Angeles between 1924 and 1933- Finally, historian Paul R. Spickard reported that only in the mid-1960s did the rate of exogamous marriage for Mexican Americans in Albuquerque surpass 20 percent. 14 _
The gender dimensions of the intermarriages from my sample also mirror results from recent studies (see Table 3). In 1890, a decade after the
arrival of the railroad in Albuquerque, ten Hispanas married Anglo men,
compared to only two intermarriages between Hispanic men and Anglo
women. Ten years later, the ratio had narrowed slightly with thirteen marriages between Hispanas and Anglo men and five between Hispanic men
and Anglo women. The trend towards a more gender-balanced intermarriage pattern continued in 1910 and 1920: there were ten marriages each
between Hispanas and Anglo men and between Hispanic men and Anglo
women in 1910; and fifteen marriages between Hispanas and Anglo men,

Table 3 Albuquerque Intermarriage by Gender,
Hispana - Anglo Man
Hispano-Anglo Woman
Total

1890-1920

10

10

2

10

11

12

20

26

Source: Marriage Records, 19°0-192°, U.S. Census
County, New Mexico.

1900, 1920,

Bernalillo

15
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and eleven unions between Hispanic men and Anglo women in 1920. Scholars explain relatively high rates of intermarriage between "Native" women
and Anglo men in the American West as a result of the abundance of Anglo
American menY Turn-of-the-century Albuquerque seems no different in
this respect. Historian Judith B. DeMark notes that 'men outnumbered
women by a ratio of four to one in Albuquerque in 1885, compared to a ratio
of three to two in 1910 and near parity in 1920. As previously mentioned,
Juliana Martinez and William Carson were married in 1886, when the gender disparity in Albuquerque between men and women was at its peak. 16
Like Martinez and Carson, thousands of other New Mexicans who married in Albuquerque left few detailed records of their lives. Their individual
reasons for marrying and the social and cultural forces guiding their marital
decisions have been lost to the past. Despite this gap in the record, New
Mexico marriage records, census schedules, and city directories-especially
those materials documenting cross-cultural marriages and informal s~xual
unions-offer some clues to questions of ethnic identity and affiliation. For
example, although both Clara Apodaca and Andres Trujillo were of Hispanic origin, they still crossed a social border, marrying in a Catholic church
in New rather than Old Albuquerque in 1890.17
Social geography, namely the difference between Old and New Albuquerque, assumed particular importance· in late-nineteenth- and earlytwentieth-century Albuquerque. When the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe
Railroad entered the middle Rio Grande valley in 1880, the company faced
a dilemma similar to one it had encountered in Las Vegas, New Mexico,
and Santa Fe: should it extend the line through or around the existing town.
In both northern cases, the railroad decided against building through the
original towns, leading to the birth of "new" Las Vegas and ironically, given
the name of the railroad, the bypassing of Santa Fe altogether. Moving southward, engineers initially plotted a relatively straight line along the Rio Grande.
The village of Albuquerque, however, rested on a bend in the river. Engineers could either shift the tracks two miles to the west first to incorporate
the town and then return to the straight line down the river, or they could
bypass Albuquerque completely. "Construction engineers," according to
historian Marc Simmons, "preferred building along the straightest and more
direct course," and "policy makers of the A.T. & S.F. were unlikely to allow a
curve in the tracks just to accommodate the scant 2,000 residents of a backwater town on the Rio Grande."18 Thus, in 1880, two Albuquerques arose from
the railroad decision: an old Albuquerque clustered around a small plaza
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Table 4 Marriages by Location, 1890
Old Albuquerque
Spanish Surname
Non-Spanish Surname
Mixed
Unknown
Total

New Albuquerque

Total

17
o

80

2

12

20

3
137

42-

Source: Bernalillo County Marriage Records, 1890.
and a new Albuquerque rising to the east on both sides of the railroad tracks.
New Albuquerque quickly rose in population as Anglo Americans of various ethnicities and European immigrants flocked to the town, while Hispanos
constituted the vast majority of the population of Old Albuquerque and the
outlying villages of Alameda, Los Duranes, and Barelas.
Marriage records from 1890 reflect this boundary between Anglo or
"American" New Albuquerque and Hispano Old Albuquerque (see Table
4)' While New Albuquerque accounted for the overwhelming majority (85
percent) of the marriages in 1890, none involving Anglo couples occurred
in Old Albuquerque. Hispano couples, on the other hand, proved far more
flexible, with almost four-fifths (78 percent) of the eighty Hispano marriages
taking place in New Albuquerque. Mixed couples also tended to marry in
New Albuquerque, with ten weddings taking place there and only two in
Old Albuquerque.
The tendency of Hispano and intermarried couples to marry in New
Albuquerque, however, may have had little to do with simple assimilation.
The recently constructed Catholic Immaculate Conception Church may
have drawn Hispano families to the new town. Clara Apodaca and Andres
Trujillo, and many other Hispano couples, married there in 1890. Like the
Apodaca-Trujillo nuptials, the majority of Hispano marriages in 1890 remained Catholic (see Table 5). In fact, all religious weddings involving either
Table 5 Marriages by Religion, 1890
Catholic
Spanish Surname
Non-Spanish Surname
Mixed
Unknown
Total

77
3
8
3

91

Protestant

26°

°
26°

Source: Bernalillo County Marriage Records, 1890.

Justice of the Peace
3
13
4

°

20
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a Spanish-surnamed couple or an intermarriage transpired in a Catholic
church. Similady, Anglo couples exhibited a strong tendency towards Protestant ceremonies. Only three non-Spanish-surnamed couples (7 percent)
married in Catholic ceremonies, compared to twenty-six Protestant (62 percent) and thirteen civil ceremonies (31 percent).19
Of the preceding 137 couples married in Albuquerque in 1890, 47, or
about one third reappeared in the U.S. census schedules for New Mexico
in 1900. These couples included almost exactly the same proportion of
Hispano (60 percent), Anglo (25 percent), and mixed marriages (15 percent)
as the original 1890 cohort. Fortunately, the census schedules provide more
detail than the marriage records, by listing the birthplaces, occupations,
and household family members. Among all twenty-eight Hispano couples,
for instance, both spouses were born in New Mexico. The Anglo couples
hailed mainly from the East and Midwest (six men and women from the East,
seven from the Midwest) and foreign countries (four from Germany, three
from Canada, and one from Scotland). Neither partner in the Anglo couples
was born in New Mexico. All intermarried women, on the other hand, were
New Mexico natives, while their husbands were born in Missouri, Pennsylvania, Ireland, and Italy. Hispanic men were employed as day or farm laborers,
railroad workers, bank cashiers, and schoolteachers. Two Hispanas, Paula
Carbajal and Cadota Sanchez, listed themselves as dressmakers. zo
In 1900, the location of the homes of couples who were married in Albuquerque in 1890 and remained in New Mexico ranged from as far north as
San Juan, Colfax, and Union counties to as far south as Dona Ana and
Otero counties. Still, more than 80 percent of these couples lived in
Bernalillo County, either in New or Old Albuquerque, or in one of the
county's many small villages. Hispano couples lived throughout Bernalillo
County: four in Old Albuquerque, four in Barelas, five in Los Ranchos de
Albuquerque, three in Los Duranes, three in Alameda, two in Atrisco, and
one each in San Antonio, San Ignacio, and New Albuquerque. The remaining four Hispano couples lived elsewhere in New Mexico. Although
78 percent of the Hispano couples married in New Albuquerque in 1890,
only one of the twenty-eight couples actually lived there ten years later.
Similady, while the vast majority of intermarried couples wedded in New
Albuquerque, only two resided there in 1900. Of the seven intermarried
families recorded in the 1900 census, four lived in Old Albuquerque, two in
New Albuquerque, and one in Atrisco. In contrast, the twelve Anglo couples
lived either in New Albuquerque or completely outside Bernalillo County
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in 1900. Although a great number of Hispano and intermarried couples
united in the predominantly Anglo New Albuquerque, most made their
homes elsewhere in the county.21
Like the residential patterns, the naming patterns associated with intermarried and Hispano households suggest a tendency away from simple identification with and allegiance to American culture. 22 Of the previously
mentioned forty-seven couples who married in Albuquerque in 1890, and
subsequently reappeared in the 1900 census, forty listed at least one child in
the census enumeration, accounting for a total of 105 children. 2) In the census schedules, Hispano parents typically gave their children Spanish first
names like Ponciano, Eugenia, and Petronila, and only occasionally chose
English names. Even when parents gave their children English first names,
only Joe Trujillo, son of the previously mentioned Andres Trujillo and Clara
Apodaca, did not have a name, such as David, Rebecca, Maria, or Martin,
that was the same in Spanish as in English. Conversely, parents with nonSpanish surnames overwhelmingly relied on English first names for their
children. The thirteen mixed-heritage children had names that were easily
translatable in both English and Spanish. The household ofJuliana Martinez
and William Carson, for example, included the children Veneranda, Isas,
and Ramona. In another household, Frances Cornog, a native New Mexican, and Pennsylvanian-born Albert Cornog had one son, Aaron Cornog.
Frances's mother Josefa Garcia also lived with the family. The Grande family included Italian-born Charles and New Mexican-born Carmelita (husband and wife), their two daughters Felicita and Marinda, and sons Demon
and Minote. The family of Ysabel Johnson and Magdeleno Baca included
their children Gabriel, Albina, and Juan. Johnson's father was born in Pennsylvania, and her mother was a native New Mexican. 24
In the 1880 U.S. census for Albuquerque, the vast majority of the fortyone mixed-heritage people have non-Spanish surnames and presumably
Anglo American fathers. Of the forty-one, only Juanita Gonzales has a Spanish surname. With the exception of Flora, Leopold, Lina, and Rica Bibo
who were children of an Italian-born father, the remainder ofthe people of
mixed heritage from the 1880 census have unmistakably non-Spanish surnames including Lewis, Greening, Thomas, Branford, Ayres, Hazeldine,
Coulter, Brown, and Schneider. 25 The given (first and middle) names of
people of mixed heritage also resist simple alignment with American culture or identity. For every May Brown or Frank Greening, there is a Francisca
Pohmer and Jose Pohmer: For every Mary Branford, there is a Victoriano

446?

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 79, NUMBER 4

Brockman, Miquela Post, or Henriquez (Henrique) Springer. Some of these
names so clearly challenge an unclouded allegiance with Anglo America
that one can easily imagine a certain glee and mischief in the minds of
parents who endowed their children with such glistening names as Quirino
Coulter, Prajedes Ayres, and Estefina Farr.
Taken together, these findings point to the continued salience and vitality of Hispano culture in New Mexico in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries: the relatively low rate of intermarriage; the clustering of
Anglos in New Albuquerque and Hispanos in Old Albuquerque and the
surrounding villages; the tendency of Hispano and intermarried couples to
live in Old rather than New Albuquerque; and to give their children Spanish rather than English first names. Despite or perhaps because of Anglo
incursions into New Mexico, even Hispanos who married Anglos tended to
reaffirm their Hispano identity at other life junctures.
The Hispano/Anglo mixed offspring of intermarried couples displayed
similar allegiance to Hispano identity. Mixed heritage people, whether
"mulattos," "coyotes," "mixed bloods," or "half breeds," have a long and
illustrious history in North America, and have maintained a strong presence in New Mexico from the Spanish colonial period to the present. 26 In
the nineteenth century, American fur trappers and Hispanas often intermarried and established families in villages like Taos and Santa Fe. Antonio
Joseph, Benjamin Read, and Miguel Otero, all major figures in turn-of-thecentury New Mexico politics, hailed from intermarried families. In Albuquerque, Anglo Civil War veterans and merchants married Hispanas long
before the arrival of the railroad in 1880. Men with surnames like
McGuinness, Werner, Post, and Hunick, long touted as Anglo forerunners
in Albuquerque, also married Hispanas. Rebeca Borradaile Colligan, the
daughter of John Borradaile and Lola Armijo of Albuquerque's powerful
Armijo family, was referenced in the memoirs of early Albuquerque trader
Franz Huning. 27
As with intermarriage studies, one of the great problems in examining
the lives and historical roles of mixed-heritage people is methodological.
Some mixed-heritage individuals, most of them famous men like Frederick
Douglass, Bill Richardson, and Colin Powell, generate considerable historical documentation. In other cases, whole communities, such as the Great
Lakes Metis, have drawn sustained scholarly attention. 28 However, until very
recently, only limited sources remained to pr~vide insight into the lives of
most mixed-heritage individuals and communities. Only in the case of"mul-
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attos" have U.S. census documents included a category for mixed heritage. 29
In some situations, a single racial category like "White" may cover several
distinct populations such as Anglo Americans and Hispanos in nineteenthcentury New Mexico. Surnames, often perceived as a relatively reliable indicator of ethnicity, can easily obscure mixed ancestry by categorizing all
subjects into a racial group based solely on the last names of their fathers. In
this paper, I have defined as "mixed heritage" those individuals who had
one Spanish-surnamed parent and one non-Spanish-surnamed parent. Like
the evidence for intermarriage, most New Mexico documents permit only
brief glimpses at the lives of mixed-heritage New Mexicans. The life of
Francisca Pohmer, also known as Mrs. Elfego Baca, is a fortunate exception. Before discussing mixed heritage in general in the Albuquerque marriage and census records, I will examine her case.
Aside from Billy the Kid, there is no more famous New Mexican gunslinger than Elfego Baca. 30 For all his renown, Baca is rarely remembered
for marrying a woman of mixed Hispanic and Anglo heritage. His wife,
Francisca Pohmer, born in 1869 in Old Albuquerque, was the daughter of
Joseph Pohmer, an immigrant from Bavaria, and Dolores Chavez, a native
New Mexican from a prominent and wealthy family. Joseph Pohmer operated the Pioneer Bakery in Old Albuquerque and later expanded his business to include a broader selection of goods. In 1879, shortly before the
railroad arrived in Albuquerque, Pohmer advertised in the Albuquerque
Review that his store offered to "resident families and travelers visiting Albuquerque" a wide assortment of "dry goods, groceries, liquors, tobacco, and
an excellent quality of bread." According to one account, the Pioneer Bakery was "the best meat market in Old Albuquerque."3!
Francisca Pohmer grew up in one ofAlbuquerque's leading families. She
was one of twenty-two charter students at the Aibuquerque Academy, a private school established by city leaders and attended by children from many
of the town's wealthier families. First built in Old Albuquerque in 1879, the
school moved to a New Albuquerque location on Lead Avenue two years
later. One student, Roman Sedillo, had a Spanish surname and, besides
Francisca Pohmer, only four other students (members of the Springer family) were of known mixed heritage. In 1880, the Pohmer family lived in an
affluent neighborhood in Old Albuquerque, surrounded by Hispano and
Anglo lawyers, carpenters, engineers, jewelers, and clergymen. 32
Given her multicultural background, perhaps it was appropriate that the
sixteen-year-old Francisca Pohmer would meet her soon-to-be husband
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Elfego Baca on a walk to Sister Blandina's Convent School in Old Albuquerque. Baca, befitting his own checkered past, noticed Pohmer as he waited
outside the Bernalillo County Courthouse to defend himself against a murder charge. According to one account, the twenty-year-old Baca almost immediately proposed to the young woman, and Pohmer replied that she would
marry him only if the jury returned an acquittal. Once exonerated, Baca
married her "despite the protests of [her father] Joseph Pohmer." The couple
lived together for more than forty years before their eventual divorce in 1925.
In 1900 they lived in Old Albuquerque in a neighborhood of predominantly
Spanish-surnamed residents. They moved to New Albuquerque by 1910,
where they resided for the remainder of their marriage. JJ
The couple raised six children listed in the 1910 census as Alfredo,
Josephine, Sofia, George, Jennie, and Lucilla. In later sources, the children
appeared with slightly altered names. In the 1920 census, Jennie became
Juanita, and Josephine was referred to as Josefina in her father's will. Both
Lucilla and Sofia were named in the will of their mother as Lucille and
Sophie. Francisca Pohmer herself also shifted names. Although census
sources listed her as Francisca, other sources, including divorce documents,
an application by William McGuinness to be administrator of her estate,
and the memoirs of William Keleher, use the name Francisquita. J4
The Bacas(had their share of domestic disputes. William Keleher, a contemporary observer and friend of the family,
claims that Elfego approached him at
one point for help in drafting a legal
complaint against his wife. The couple
jointly owned an office building, allowing "Mrs. Baca to leave at any moment
the rooms set aside for residential purposes and enter the quarters set aside for
his office use." Apparently, Francisca
"never knocked on the door marked Private, before entering," causing much
embarrassment to her husband "particularly when [he was] counseling with lady
clients." Keleher unfortunately does not
ELFEGO BACA
elaborate on this last point, leaving un(Photograph courtesy Museum of New
clear whether Elfego found his mascuMexico, Santa Fe, neg. 75265)
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linity threatened in front of "lady clients" by his assertive wife, or whether
"counseling with lady clients" implied extramarital intimacy. Either way,
Keleher writes that he advised against a suit, for it would make Elfego Baca, a
man known as "a gunman, a fighter [who] has killed several men," appear to
be "confessing [his] inability to control [his] own wife." Elfego apparently
replied wearily, "You just don't know Mrs. Baca.">5
The marriage of Francisca Pohmer and Elfego Baca ended with a bitter
divorce in May 1925.>6 Elfego filed for divorce, accusing his wife of "addressing him in a disrespectful manner and by calling him bye-names [sic] and
epithets, names of such vulgarity as are unmentionable in polite society."
Despite supposedly treating her with "affection, respect and consideration," .
Elfego argued that, for the last six years of the marriage, his wife "deported
herself in a cruel and unbecoming manner." In addition, Elfego claimed
that Francisca had turned their children against him and that, on one occasion that previous year, she "went so far as to call the police of the city of
Albuquerque to her home in order to further humiliate [the] plaintiff in the
eyes of his fellow men." According to the complaint, Elfego Baca was forced
"to eat and sleep elsewhere," causing him "great humiliation." Francisca
responded that she, not her husband, had been ill-treated and suffered "lack
of consideration ... at the hands of her husband." After the divorce, Elfego
remained in Albuquerque and died there in 1945 at the age of eighty.
Francisca Pohmer de Baca eventually moved to San Diego to be near several of her children, passing away there in 1957' at the age of eighty-eight.>7 .
Obviously, Francisca Pohmer was an exceptional person as complicated
and colorful as any in the American Southwest. Although there are no extant accounts of her sense of self as an American citizen or as a Hispana, her
choice of spouse and the names of her children reflect Pohmer's allegiance
to Hispanidad. In this respect, she was not at all exceptional. According to
U.S. census data, in 1880 there were forty-one people of mixed heritage in
Albuquerque out of a total population of nearly two thousand.>s All fortyone had Hispana mothers and Anglo fathers. In 1900, 187 mixed-heritage
people appeared in an Albuquerque population of seventy-five hundred.>9
Once again, most mixed-heritage people had Hispana mothers and Anglo
fathers. Out of that total population of mixed-heritage individuals, only thirteen (7 percent) listed Hispano fathers and Anglo mothers. Census enumerations for 1880 and 1900, with a combined mixed-heritage population
of 228, offer a significant insight into several aspects of the mixed-heritage
experience.
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For instance, evidence from the 1900 and 1920 census schedules-in
combination with a survey ofAlbuquerque marriage records-reveals thirty
marriages involving people of mixed heritage, including eighteen men and
twelve women. 40 A majority (70 percent) of mixed-heritage people in the
sample married spouses with Spanish surnames. While mixed-heritage men
were more likely than mixed-heritage women to have spouses with Spanish
surnames, women of mixed heritage still married twice as many Spanishsurnamed men as non-Spanish-surnamed men. This pattern emerged in spite
of the fact that all but one of the mixed-heritage men and women in the
sample had non-Spanish surnames. People of mixed heritage-twenty-nine
out of thirty of whom had non-Spanish surnames - tended to marry spouses
with Spanish surnames. In other words, people of mixed heritage, like
Francisca Pohmer, tended to move away from, not gravitate toward, Anglo
American culture in their choice of marriage partners.
In terms of naming patterns, mixed-heritage people in Albuquerque also
leaned toward Hispano identity. Of the original thirty mixed-heritage individuals from the Albuquerque marriage records mentioned earlier, twenty
(six women and fourteen men) reappeared with children in the 1920 U.S.
census. These households included a total of sixty-seven children. The
children's first names were just as likely to be Spanish as they were to be
non-Spanish. A significant number of the children's names-a quarter of
the total sixty-seven - translated easily between Spanish and English, with
names like Flora, LouisalLuisa, David, and Martin appearing in the records. 4!
Like their parents, mixed-heritage people in Albuquerque appeared to identify with Hispano culture by giving their own children easily translated names.
In terms of residential mobility, like the intermarried couples in the census enumerations, people of mixed heritage shuttled between New and Old
Albuquerque. Of the mixed-heritage people listed in the 1920 census for
Bernalillo County, nine resided in New Albuquerque. Another three lived
on Mountain Road, which linked the new and old towns, and three more
lived in Old Albuquerque. The remaining four were scattered either on
small farms or in separate villages throughout Bernalillo County.
Similarly, the following individual examples of the mixed-heritage experience reveal a tendency against identifying fully with certain clear markers
of American identity. Fred Crollott was born in Albuquerque in 1884- He
was the eldest of four children, with brother Enrique and sisters Josefa and
Carlota. Their mother Cristina Perea was born in New Mexico in 1864Their father Seferino Crollott was also a native New Mexican, but both of
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his parents were born in France. Perhaps due to his professional status as an
attorney, Seferino Crollott also appeared in the 1900 census as a census
enumerator responsible for the nearby district ofAlameda. In 1900 the family
resided in close proximity to several other intermarried families in Old Albuquerque. Francisca Sanchez and her son Enrique Johnson lived two houses
down from the Crollotts. Two houses down from the Sanchez family lived
Ysabel Johnson, her husband Magdeleno Baca, and their children, Gabriel,
Albina, and Juan. Several households from the Crollotts in the other direction lived Melie McGuinness, the daughter of Encarnacion McGuinness
and her Irish husband William McGuinness. Melie McGuinness married
Eliseo Sanchez, and her brother Roger McGuinness married Josepha Romero.
Next to Melie McGuinness lived Sofia Garcia and her husband W. E.
Sherman of Ohio, and their children, Adela, Maggie, John, and Minnie. 4z
In 1900, sixteen-year-old Fred Crollott worked as a steel polisher and
lived with his parents. Six years later, he married Albuquerquean Rosa Garcia
in a Catholic ceremony. The couple eventually had three children, Lucy,
Amanda, and Fred Jr. Fred Crollott soon left his job as a steel polisher to
work as an embalmer for French and Adams Mortuary. The 1908 and 1909
Albuquerque city directories listed the family's residence as 501 West Central, squarely within the boundaries of New Albuquerque and only five blocks
from the railroad tracks. In 1910 Crollott moved south to Second Street, four
blocks from Central Avenue, still well within the boundaries of New Albuquerque. Three years later, Crollott appeared as a tenant at the Royal Hotel,
address unlisted, but likely located in New Albuquerque. In 1916 and 1920,
Crollott is listed as residing in New Albuquerque at 418 South Second Street.
By 1916, Crollott had managed to establish his own mortuary business. 43
Like Fred Crollott, Sofia Gilliam married a Spanish-surnamed spouse
and lived much of her life in New Albuquerque. Gilliam was born in New
Mexico in 1887. Her father, who did not appear with the family in the census of 1900, was born in Louisiana; her mother, Petrita Gilliam, the head of
the household in the 1900 census, was born in New Mexico in 1870. Sofia
Gilliam had four siblings, Fred, Mary, Edmond, and Harry. In 1905 Sofia
Gilliam married Alejandro Nieto and, as of 1920, the couple had three children, Frian, Ada, and Arturo. The Nieto family was listed in Albuquerque
city directories and the census as living at 712 North Arno, just east of the
railroad tracks in New Albuquerque. 44
The fact that all of the individuals mentioned above have Anglo fathers
and English surnames is no coincidence. The evidence from marriage
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records and census schedules indicates that many more Hispanas married
Anglo men than vice versa. 4S Only the family of Modesto and Rosita Ortiz
provides detailed information on the lives of mixed-heritage people who
had non-Hispana mothers and Hispanic fathers. Even here the evidence
falters, for Rosita Ortiz was born in Italy, making her claim to the privileges
of whiteness more tenuous in turn-of-the-century America. In the 1900 census, thirty-seven-year-old Rosita Ortiz and her forty-year-old husband Modesto
appeared with their two sons, Vidal and Ramon. The family lived on Tijeras
Avenue in Albuquerque near several other intermarried families. Interestingly, like Fred Crollot's father Seferino Crollott, Modesto Ortiz worked as
a census enumerator in 1900. His son Ramon Ortiz reappeared twenty years
later in the 1920 census with his wife Eva. He was listed as a chauffeur, and
the Ortiz household included three children, Samuel, Ramon, and Vidal. 46
In 1900 six-year-old Nellie Montano appeared in the household ofBeatriz
Edward, an eighteen-year-old head of household who was born in Mexico.
While Edward headed the household, Montano was listed as having a mother
from Ohio and a Mexican-born father. Unfortunately Nellie Montano does
not reappear in either the 1910 or 1920 census schedules or in subsequent
marriage records. Likewise, Lola Armijo (daughter of a Canadian-born
mother and a native New Mexican father), Joseph Garcia (son of Anastacio
Garcia born in New Mexico, and Mary A. Garcia born in Iowa), and Henrietta Chavez (daughter of New Mexico-born Estanislado and Wisconsinborn Elfosa) appeared only in the 1900 census. The family of Levi and Celia
S. Sanchez offers more information including three children named
Concepcion, Leonor, and Cristobal. Celia Sanchez, however, was born in
Texas in 1877, a state with a large Mexican population, suggesting that both
Levi and Celia may have been Hispanos and that their marriage was not
actually an intermarriage. 47
The diversity of birthplaces among intermarried New Mexicans testifies
to the deepening linkages between New Mexico and other regions in the
United States. iS While historians have adeptly explained this steady incorporation of New Mexico into national American political and economic
systems, New Mexico's place in turn-of-the-century American imperialism
remains relatively unexplored. Despite the clear similarities between New
Mexico and other American colonial possessions like Puerto Rico, which
also had a substantial "native" population deemed unfit for full U.S. citizenship and faced the imposition of outside political authority, a legacy of
military conquest, and economic incorporation into distant markets, scholars
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have rarely juxtaposed U.S. military conquest in the American West with similar
military interventions in the Caribbean and the Pacific. 49 Questions of identity and colonialism, however, were as salient in New Mexico as they were
elsewhere in the continental United States-perhaps more so, considering
that much of the rest of the nation viewed New Mexicans, like Puerto Ricans
and other conquered peoples, as a "mongrel people unfit for citizenship." I
The persistence of Hispano identity in New Mexico, viewed through
the lens of cross-cultural sexuality and American imperialism, is highly
suggestive. Based on the evidence of acts like marriage, spatial mobility,
reproduction, and the naming of children, many Hispanos clearly did not
leap at the opportunity to abandon their links with Hispano culture and
associate themselves with markers ofAmerican citizenship. Instead, a good
number, even those New Mexicans of mixed heritage with English surnames and Anglo patrimony, like Francisca Pohmer, married Spanishsurnamed spouses and gave their children Spanish first names. Such refusal
to abandon Hispano culture, within a context of broader U.S. imperial
engagement with Spanish-speaking subjects, suggests that the line separating American domestic and overseas conquests may have been thin indeed,
and that New Mexico deserves more critical attention as one of the many
"cultures of U.S. imperialism."
Notably, no existing census schedule or any other source listed the Pohmer
family, their neighbors, business as~ociates, or children as anything but White.
None of these individuals likely would have identified themselves racially
as anything but White. Still, a great many New Mexicans continued to affiliate themselves materially with Hispano, not American, culture. In New
Mexico, in other words, while the benefits of whiteness may have been
apparent-as they had been for centuries-the privileges of being and becoming American had yet to become evident.
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